
»»
International Study Programme

March - July 2020

„Discovering 
the World in Bochum. 

Social Work and 
Health Professions 

in the Context of 
Culture and Diversity“



»» Content
The programme is designed for students of Social Work, Inclusion, Public Health, 
Nursing, Midwifery, Physiotherapy, Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational 
Therapy and interdisciplinary degree programmes in health and/or diversity and 
related areas.
Applicants must have completed one year of undergraduate study, have English 
language skills of CEFR level B1 or better, and a home university that partners with 
EvH RWL or hsg Bochum. 
It is also possible to enroll in a 4-week programme. If interested, please contact us 
individually. 
Detailed descriptions of courses will be announced on our websites.

A sample of courses:

The programme
Two universities in Bochum are offering 
a joint programme of study in English 
each year between March and July. 
Specifi cally designed for students from 
our partner universities, the programme 
allows students to earn 30 Credit Points 
(ECTS) in a blend of regular semes-
ter-long seminars and compact courses. 

The special focus examines our soci-
ety’s changing nature given the chal-
lenge of recent migration and the social 
and health-related issues this raises. 
Courses are interdisciplinary in ap-
proach, and allow intercultural insights 
from the perspectives of our univer-
sities as well as international experts 
from our partner universities worldwide. 

A Cross Cultural Comparison: 
Roma Life in Germany and 
Hungary

Theories and Concepts of Diversity

Inclusion Policy - A South African 
Perspective

Contextual Site Visits for Social Work 
Practice in Bochum

Social Work with Youth and Young Adults - 
A German-Russian Comparison

Intercultural Work and the Arts

Human Rights and Disabled 
Persons from a Disability 
Studies Perspective Culture, Health and Communication
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Discovering the World in Bochum:  
 

Social Work and Health Professions in the 
Context of Culture and Diversity 
 
International Study Programme 2020 
23 March - 17 July, 2020  
 
Course list 

 

 
Course 
Code 
 

 
Nr 

 
Course Description 

 
ECTS 
credits 

 

5340  
(at 
EvH) 

Module “Field of Action: Intercultural and International Social    
Work” (includes 4 seminars and 1 exam for the whole module) 
 

12 

1 Social Work with Youth and Young Adults – a German-
Russian Comparison 
 

Prof Dr Dirk Nüsken, Professor of Theory and Practice in Social Work, EvH Bochum 
 

Ekaterina Shadrova, PhD in Education, Associate Professor at Volodga State 
University, Russia 
 
Socio-educational work with adolescents and young adults is one of the core elements of 
social work. In this course, we present current concepts and methods of working with 
adolescents and young adults from Germany and Russia. Attention will be given to 
analysing and comparing the challenges involved as well as helpful support strategies that 
could be engaged. In addition, attention will be given to the question of child protection 
and social diagnostics with adolescents, as well as the question of "care leavers". 
Students will be expected to present a case study based on their practical experience, for 
group discussion. 
 

Bi-weekly course combined with a compact session. 
 

Bi-weekly course: date to be announced 
Compact Session: Friday, 10 May 2019 and Saturday, 11 May 2019, 10:00 – 18:00   
 

3 CPs: 3 CPs out of 12 CPs in the module “Field of Action: Intercultural and international 
Social Work”. The total amount of 12 credits can be earned at the end of the semester 
after writing a term paper for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences) 
 

2 Intercultural Work and the Arts 
 

Prof Dr Marichen van der Westhuizen, Associate Professor of Social Work, 
University of the Western Cape, South Africa 
 

This seminar will focus on knowledge, understanding and skills that will enable students to 
work in multicultural context, with the aim to assist different cultural groups to engage with 
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each other with the specific focus on creating platforms where mutual understanding can 
develop, prejudice can be addressed and tolerance for differences can be stimulated. 
Concepts of ‘culture’, ‘multi-culture’, and ‘inter-culture’ will be explored. The use of the 
arts, as a non-verbal communication technique, will inform practical examples of ways to 
move towards an intercultural context where similarities and differences are being 
acknowledged and used to the advantage of the greater group. 
 

Compact course: 
Friday, 8 May 2020, 14:00 – 19:00 and Saturday, 9 May 2020, 09:00 – 16:30 
Friday, 15 May 2020, 14:00 – 19:00 and Saturday, 16 May 2020, 09:00 – 16:30 
 

3 CPs: 3 CPs out of 12 CPs in the module “Field of Action: Intercultural and international 
Social Work”. The total amount of 12 credits can be earned at the end of the semester 
after writing a term paper for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences)  
 

3 A Cross Cultural Comparison:  Roma Life in Germany and 
Hungary  
 

Prof Dr Ronald Kurt, Professor of Sociology, EvH Bochum  
 

Prof Dr Péter Török, Professor of Sociology, Károli Gáspár University of the 
Reformed Church, Hungary 
 
The seminar begins with the foundation of the notion of culture. Focusing on cultural 
differences we will discuss the situation of Roma in Germany and Hungary. Here the 
dilemma of social workers is whether to assimilate or integrate. By comparing cases of 
social work in Hungary and Germany we will try to find answers to this problem. 
 

Bi-weekly course combined with a compact session. 
 

Bi-weekly course: date to be announced 
Compact Session: Friday, 03 April 2020 and Saturday, 04 April 2020, (10:00 – 18:00) 
 

3 CPs: 3 CPs out of 12 CPs in the module “Field of Action: Intercultural and international 
Social Work”. The total amount of 12 credits can be earned at the end of the semester 
after writing a term paper for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences) 
 

4 Contextual Site Visits for Social Work Practice in Bochum 
 

Prof Dr Mark S. Burrows, Professor of Historical Theology, EvH Bochum 
 

Marlies Hendriks, Lecturer in Social Pedagogy and Supervision 
 
This seminar involves site-visits in the Ruhr Metropolitan Region to facilities and agencies 
involved with a variety of programs and approaches to Social Work, including counselling 
centers and agencies that work with children and youth, persons with addictions, the 
elderly, refugees, and so forth. A theoretical component will accompany these visits. 
 

Bi-weekly course (date to be announced) 
 

3 CPs: 3 CPs out of 12 CPs in the module “Field of Action: Intercultural and international 
Social Work”. The total amount of 12 credits can be earned at the end of the semester 
after writing a term paper for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences) 
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5440 
(at 
EvH) 

Module “Health, Disability, Diversity”  
(includes 3 seminars and 1 exam for the whole module) 
 

6 

5 Inclusion Policy - a South African Perspective 
 

Ingrid Daniels, Director of Cape Mental Health, South Africa 
 
The Apartheid regime prior to the new democracy in 1994 in South Africa constructed and 
engineered social, political and economic policies and laws based on racial segregation 
and discrimination. After 1994, the new democratic government of South Africa, with its 
Reconstruction and Development Policy, the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 
No.108 of 1996, and Bill of Rights paved the way for the rights of all persons and sought to 
afford them dignity, equality and inclusion. Despite our challenges and the slow 
implementation of policies, South Africa remains a country which offers a great example in 
policy development and laws to facilitate inclusion and to accommodate diversity of all 
persons from different cultures, religions, gender, disability and race.  
 

Compact course: 
Friday,19 June 2020, 14:00 – 19:00 and Saturday, 20 June 2020, 09:00 – 16:30 
Friday, 26 June 2020, 14:00 – 19:00 and Saturday, 27 June 2020, 09:00 – 16:30 
 

2 CPs: 2 CPs out of 6 CPs in the module “Health, Disability, Diversity”. The total amount of 
6 credits can be earned at the end of the semester after writing a term paper or giving a 
presentation for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences) 
 

6 Human Rights and Disabled Persons from a Disability 
Studies Perspective  
 

Prof Dr Theresia Degener, Professor of Law and Disability Studies, EvH Bochum, 
and former Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities 
 

Dr Sarah Richardson, Lecturer, University of Suffolk, England 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) of 2006 
is widely known and debated. It seeks to bring about a paradigm change from the medical 
model of disability to the human rights model of disability, but how this can be achieved is 
less clear. Human rights theories and Disability Studies perspectives are the cornerstones 
for a proper understanding of the CRPD. The seminar will introduce these and apply them 
to the right to health (art. 25) CRPD in particular. 
 

Bi-weekly course combined with a compact session 
 

Bi-weekly: date to be announced  
Compact Course: Friday, 05 June 2020 and Saturday, 06 June 2020, (10:00 – 18:00) 
 

2 CPs: 2 CPs out of 6 CPs in the module “Health, Disability, Diversity”. The total amount of 
6 credits can be earned at the end of the semester after writing a term paper or giving a 
presentation for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences) 
 

7 ADHD in Adulthood – a Clinical Perspective  
 

Prof Dr Christian Mette, Professor of Psychology, EvH Bochum 
 

ADHD is one of the most common mental disorders in children and adolescents. This 
course will cover one of the major theories in adult ADHD. We will discuss theories of 
clinical research, their biopsychosocial and neuropsychological origins, and their impact 
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on symptoms of ADHD, educational, and mental health outcomes. We will cover topics 
including epidemiology, symptoms, diagnostics and comorbidities.  
Weekly course: date to be announced  
 

2 CPs: 2 CPs out of 6 CPs in the module “Health, Disability, Diversity”. The total amount of 
6 credits can be earned at the end of the semester after writing a term paper or giving a 
presentation for the whole module. 
 

at EvH RWL (Protestant University of Applied Sciences) 
 

(at hsg 
Bochu
m) 

Module “Culture, Health and Communication” 
(includes 1 seminar and 1 exam) 
 

6 

8 Prof Dr André Posenau, Professor of Communication in Nursing and Health Science 
Professions, hsg Bochum 
 
The seminar aims at the theoretical and practical examination of the relationship between 
health professionals and clients. Sessions explore the relevant literature, as well as 
examining by means of simulated situations what a client-oriented approach means.  
 

Weekly course: date to be announced  
 

Examination: Written exam 
 

at hsg Bochum (Hochschule für Gesundheit, University of Applied Sciences) 
GuD08 
(at hsg 
Bochu
m) 

Module “Theories and Concepts of Diversity” 
(includes 1 seminar and 1 seminar paper) 
 

6 

9 Prof Dr Christiane Falge, Professor for Health and Diversity Studies, hsg Bochum 
 
During this seminar, students will be introduced to theories and concepts of diversity in the 
context of healthcare. Methodologically, we approach diversity issues such as the 
diversities of migration, poverty, disability and sexual orientation by discussing relevant 
literature, offering intercultural training sessions, and participating in joint excursions to the 
life-worlds of the various diversity groups such as religious institutions (mosques, Hindu 
temples, etc.), disadvantaged neighbourhoods or disability workshops etc. One of the 
central themes of the course is how to provide better healthcare and health promotion to 
marginalized people with the overall aim to achieve more equity in health. 
 

Weekly course: date to be announced  
 

Examination: Seminar paper 
 

at hsg Bochum (Hochschule für Gesundheit, University of Applied Sciences) 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
30 

 
 
 

Optional: 
(at 
RUB) 

10 German Language Course 
 

German language courses at all levels are offered to international students.  
Weekly courses of 2 to 4 hours in the late afternoon;  
2 – 4 CPs depending on the intensity of the chosen course 
 

Weekly course 
 

at Department of German as a Foreign Language of Ruhr University Bochum 
Universitätsstraße 90, Haus 1, 44789 Bochum 

2 – 4  
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»»Bochum
Once a city prominent as a centre for European coal mining and steel production, 
Bochum is now widely known as a centre for education and research, healthcare 
management and new technologies, and describes itself as a “UniverCity,” with 
seven universities standing in close contact with the city, the chamber of commerce 
and industry, and other partners. It is also a centre for theatre and the arts. With 
its lively cultural scene and easy transportation links to other cities in the region, 
Bochum is the perfect starting point to get to know the cultures that make up North-
Rhine-Westphalia.

The EvH RWL
The Evangelische Hochschule Rhein-
land-Westfalen-Lippe, Protestant Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences (or EvH 
RWL) educates students for careers 
in social work, education, diaconal and 
nursing care professions. Currently, six 
bachelor and two master degree pro-
grammes are offered, of which Social 
Work is the largest. Founded in 1971, 
the university is supported by the Prot-
estant Churches in this region and is 
fully accredited by the State; with ca. 
2,400 students, the EvH RWL is the 
largest of its kind in Germany. 
Protestant in origin and ethos, it is an in-
tercultural, inclusive and family-friendly 
university with what students value as a 
warm and communicative atmosphere.

The hsg Bochum
The Hochschule für Gesundheit - Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences (or hsg 
Bochum) offers ten bachelor and four 
master degree programmes in health-
care professions and health sciences. 
Founded in 2009, the state university 
offers its ca. 1,300 students a modern 
approach to teaching, close links be-
tween theory and practice, early net-
working with external practitioners, and 
intensive support during the course of 
studies. As a partner of the Healthcare 
Campus North-Rhine-Westphalia, the 
Hochschule für Gesundheit explores 
broad perspectives for its students in 
the healthcare sector.



What else should I know?

Application
Please contact your home university to 
be nominated for the programme. After 
that, you should follow the application 
procedure of the receiving universi-
ty with which your home university is 
twinned.
Application deadline: 
30 November 2019

More information
www.evh-bochum.de/international-
students.html
www.hs-gesundheit.de/to/isp

Finances
Neither university charges study fees, 
but there is a student contribution of 
330 Euros which covers student servic-
es and a public transport ticket for the 
whole state of North-Rhine-Westphalia. 
You may apply for Erasmus+ funding 
via your home university if applicable.

Accommodation
You may apply for accommodation via 
the local student service AKAFÖ: 
http://www.akafoe.de/en/wohnen/ 

Contact

Karen Bossow, Monika Hörr
International Offi ce
Evangelische Hochschule Rheinland-
Westfalen-Lippe, Protestant University 
of Applied Sciences
Phone: +49 234 36901-215
Fax: +49 234 36901-100
international@evh-bochum.de 

Yvonne Anger, Nicole Kracheel
International Offi ce
Hochschule für Gesundheit
University of Applied Sciences
Phone: +49 234 77727-123
Fax: +49 234 77727-223

internationaloffi ce@hs-gesundheit.de 
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